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PURPOSE: To establish lines of authority, duties, and responsibilities of police department personnel 
assisting in arson investigations. 


POLICY: Portsmouth Fire Department (PFD) Fire Prevention Unit Officers are responsible for 
investigating all suspicious fires and determining which of those are classified as arson. Portsmouth 
Police Department officers will investigate those crimes related to arson, such as burglary and homicide. 


PROCEDURES 


I. PFD Fire Prevention Officers are in command of the investigation of all suspicious fires and arsons. 
They determine the perimeters of the arson crime scene and who may or may not enter. They will 
also process the crime scene. 


II. Offense reports and subsequent case files for the crime of arson are prepared by the Fire Marshal 
tasked with the arson investigation. The same officer (s) will meet with the Commonwealth’ s 
Attorney to secure advice or warrants. 


II. Fire Prevention officers will request police assistance through the appropriate Bureau Commander or 
his or her designee. Services include, but are not limited to: 


A. Forensic Services Unit 
B. Marine Patrol Unit 
C. Criminal Investigations Units. 


IV. The Police Department is tasked with investigating those crimes in which arson is used as either a 
method or a cover-up, e.g., burglary, homicide, etc. Fire Marshals will advise the Police Department 
of such crimes as soon as they become aware of them. A joint decision will be made between the 
senior fire and police officials present as to who will initially assume investigative responsibility. 


V. All media releases and public information statements will be released by the Portsmouth Fire 
Department, except in those cases where the Portsmouth Police Department has assumed 


investigative responsibility. 
APPROVED: 
Edward G. is, Chief of Police 
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